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The Osteopathic Family Physician (OFP) requires references for 
all material derived from the work of others and to document 
statistical data. 

References should be numbered consecutively with Arabic 
numerals according to their first mention in the text. 

In text, figure legends, and table footnotes, references should 
appear directly after the information to which they correspond 
(not necessarily at the end of the sentence) and should be identified 
with superscript Arabic numerals. 

All references that appear in the text should appear in the reference 
list at the end of the manuscript, and vice versa.

Referencing a Journal Article 

When referencing a journal article, include the name(s) of the 
author(s) (if the article has more than 6 authors, list the first 3 
authors, followed by “et al”), the complete title of the article, name 
of the journal (use the abbreviations listed in Index Medicus or in 
the PubMed database), year of publication, volume number, issue 
number, inclusive page numbers, and, if available, direct URLs or 
digital object indentifiers (DOIs) to open-access articles. Authors 
must provide photocopies of journal articles that are not accessible 
through URLs or DOIs upon request.

Referencing a Book 

When referencing a book, include the name(s) of the author(s), 
chapter title (if appropriate), name(s) of the editor(s), book title, 
edition number, name and location of the publisher, year of 
publication, and page numbers (if referencing a chapter or specific 
section of the book). If various pages from a book are referenced 
throughout a manuscript, reference the specific page numbers 
within the text of the manuscript. For example, a statement that 
contains information from page 44 of reference 1 would appear 
as follows: According to the AMA Manual of Style, ibid and op cit 
should not be used in reference lists.

References to personal communication should be made within 
the text and not in the references list. Include the name, highest 
academic degree, form of communication (eg, oral, written), and 
the date of the correspondence. For example, “In a conversation 
with David M. Johnson, DO (September 2005)....”

Products and software should also be referenced within the text, 
listing the product name, the name of the company that produced 
the product, the version of the product (if applicable), and the 
company’s location. For example, “InStat software suite (version 
4.00; GraphPad Software Inc, San Diego, California).”

All authors are responsible for the accuracy and completeness 
of their reference citations and for the accuracy of reference 
attributions in text. Authors must also provide photocopies of any 
referenced materials upon request. In the instance that plagiarism 
is discovered, manuscripts will be automatically rejected, and 
authors may be barred from future submissions to the OFP.

Before submitting manuscripts to the OFP, authors must verify 
that all references appearing in the references section are 
numbered sequentially, appear in the text in that order, and are 
formatted according to the examples that follow. Manuscripts that 
do not conform to this format will be returned to the authors for 
correction before they are accepted for review by the OFP. 

JOURNAL ABBREVIATIONS SOURCE 

Journal names should be abbreviated according to Index Medicus 
journal abbreviations: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/serials/lji.html 

List of serial title word abbreviations:  
http://www.issn.org/2-22661-LTWA-online.php  

CAS (Chemical Abstracts Service): http://www.cas.org/sent.html.
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